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ELECTRONIC SECTORAL PROFESSIONAL DATABASE FOR BOOKS,
STUDIES, COMMUNICATIONS, DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATIONS

* magyar és idegen — angol, francia, német, orosz, spanyol, olasz és sziikség
szerint mas — nyelveken késziilt publikaciok elektronikus konyvtara/
writings in Hungarian and foreign — English, French, German, Russian,
Spanish, Italian and other — languages

* az adattarban elhelyezett tartalmak szabad megkozelitésiiek, de olvasasuk
vagy letdltésiik regisztracidhoz kotott/the materials in the database are free
but access or downloading are subject to registration

* Az Afrikai Magyar Egyesiilet non-profit civil szervezet, amely az oktatok,
kutatok, diakok és érdeklodok szamara hozta létre ezt az elektronikus
adattari szolgaltatasat, amelynek célja kett6s, mindenekel6tt sokoldalu és
gazdag anyagu ismeretekkel eldsegiteni a magyar afrikanisztikai kutatasokat,
illetve ismeret-igényt, masrészt feltarni az afrikai témaju hazai publikacios
tevékenységet teljes dimenzidjaban a kezdetektél maig./The African-
Hungarian Union is a non-profit organisation that has created this electronic
database for lecturers, researchers, students and for those interested. The
purpose of this database is twofold; on the one hand, we want to enrich the
research of Hungarian Africa studies with versatile and plentiful
information, on the other hand, we are planning to discover Hungarian
publications with African themes in its entirety from the beginning until the
present day.
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SEX RATIOS AND CULTURAL CONTACT
TORDAY, Emil

Man, 1927, Vol. 27, Feb., 39. old.

To the Editor of Man

Sir, — Captain Pitt Rovers, having adopted Diissing’s theory (with
which Westermarck has made us familiar more than thirty year ago)
that sex ratio in births is affected by social welfare, ought to have
carried it to its logical conclusion, which points as clearly to an
increase in female births when the contact with civilisation is
beneficial, as it does to a decrease when it is harmful. Even
civilisation must receive the credit which it, now and then, deserves
and when we find discontent associated with overpopulation we ought
to admit that we are faced with the effect and not the cause.

The investigation of the methods by which nature works the
increase and decrease of races is of some interest, but it would be far
more useful to suggest definite measures by which the decline of
vanishing races might be prevented. Anthropology alone can do this,
but if it wants to demonstrate its practical value, it must not content
itself with generalisations which are more of the domain of the
politician than of the man of science.

Yours faithfully

E. TORDAY

" History of Human Marriage, 1% ed., p. 466 et seq.



