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* Magyar és idegen – angol, francia, német, orosz, spanyol, olasz és szükség szerint 
más – nyelveken készült publikációk elektronikus könyvtára / Writings in Hungarian 
and foreign – English, French, German, Russian, Spanish, Italian and other – 
languages 
* Az adattárban elhelyezett tartalmak szabad megközelítésűek, de olvasásuk vagy 
letöltésük regisztrációhoz kötött. / The materials in the database are free but access 
or downloading are subject to registration. 
* Az Afrikai Magyar Egyesület non-profit civil szervezet, amely az oktatók, kutatók, 
diákok és érdeklődők számára hozta létre ezt az elektronikus adattári szolgáltatását, 
amelynek célja kettős, mindenekelőtt sokoldalú és gazdag anyagú ismeretekkel 
elősegíteni a magyar afrikanisztikai kutatásokat, illetve ismeret-igényt, másrészt 
feltárni az afrikai témájú hazai publikációs tevékenységet teljes dimenziójában a 
kezdetektől máig. / The African-Hungarian Union is a non-profit organisation that 
has created this electronic database for lecturers, researchers, students and for those 
interested. The purpose of this database is twofold; on the one hand, we want to 
enrich the research of Hungarian Africa studies with versatile and plentiful 
information, on the other hand, we are planning to discover Hungarian publications 
with African themes in its entirety from the beginning until the present day. 
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SAVAGE MAN IN CENTRAL AFRICA 
 
TORDAY, Emil 
 
 
Africa, West. Cureau: Savage Man in Central Africa, by Adolphe 
Louis Cureau, translated by E. Andrews, pp. 351, 1915, London, T. 
Fisher Unwin, 12s. 6d. net. 
 
Man, 1917, Vol. 17, February, pp. 34–35. 
 
 
 
 
The title of this work is misleading; its scope is better defined by the 
sub-title "a study of primitive races in the French Congo." The late 
author has been for over twenty years an official in the French Congo, 
and the book gives an account of his impressions of this country. 
These are essentially and typically those of a fonctionnaire, whose 
daily duties bring him into constant antagonism with the natives, and 
who, consequently, is entirely debarred from any real intimacy with 
them. Thus the author's claim to have penetrated the black man's mind 
is not substantiated by his book. It is to be hoped that the sample of his 
linguistic knowledge given on page 29 has suffered cruel handling by 
the translator, as 
 

o mamagne  mapembe  mabote  
does not mean  white   stones   (are) beautiful,  
but     stones  white   (are) good.  
 

The work is divided into three books, the first of which deals with 
the influence of environment. The second is supposed to give an 
account of the psychology of the Negro; it is a severe, and I believe, 
unfair indictment of the whole race. According, to Monsieur Cureau, 
the Negro is rather inferior to the European in the acuteness of all his 
senses; he eats by preference carrion; he lacks either in stability or 
intellectual and moral memory; his feelings of affection are superficial 
and so are his feelings of hatred; he has no innate sense of kindness; 
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and vanity, pretentiousness, stupidity, and tyranny grow out of his 
egoism.  

Integrity is unknown to him unless enforced by threats or fear; he is 
neither merry nor sprightly, nor yet humorous; his inferior intellect  

 
"…is one and the same for the entire race. One Negro differs "very 

little, psychologically speaking, from another Negro."  
 
The tendency of generalising results in statements like "the 

Negroes are entirely "ignorant of kissing," "wind instruments are 
unknown in the Congo Basin," and  

 
"…the Fans are the only tribe of my acquaintance who possess a 

spoken literature."  
 
It may be safely assumed that the last statement is equally incorrect 

for all tribes in the Congo Basin, and this assertion alone ought to put 
the reader on his guard against the views of the author. The third book 
deals with sociology, and is written on the same lines as the others. 
The photographs reproduced as illustrations are excellent, but have, 
for the most part, no connection whatever with the text.  
 

E. T. 


